
 



 



Are your inventions protected?  

Operating a successful and enduring business is more than just the services or products you provide. 
The success of your business depends heavily on ideas and innovations.  

Infringing on another innovation, or having your own unpatented innovation infringed upon, could 
have the potential to sink your business. Legal costs associated with infringement actions can eat up 
your hard earned profits.  

The innovation patent can help you protect your inventions, and reduce the risks involved in 
potential intellectual property (IP) infringements.  

What is the INNOVATION PATENT?  

The innovation patent is a protection option specifically designed to protect inventions that do not 
meet the inventive threshold required for standard patents.  

Introduced in 2001 to stimulate innovation among small to medium enterprises, the innovation 
patent is a relatively fast way to protect inventions that are incremental, or small advances to 
devices, substances, methods, or processes.  
 
Why apply for an INNOVATION PATENT?  

There are many benefits to business in applying for an innovation patent. These include:  

 
Protection of your intellectual property – the first step to commercialising your idea. A secure 
innovation is also more attractive to potential investors.  
 
The innovation patent provides access to the patent system for inventions that normally wouldn’t 
qualify for a standard patent.  
 
The innovation patent reduces some of the financial and commercial risks involved in the research 
and development of a new invention. Also it allows the innovator to protect each stage of 
development.    
 
Unlike a standard patent that can take up to four years to grant an innovation patent usually takes 
one month. If you ever subsequently need to enforce your innovation patent, for example you 
suspect someone is copying your idea; you will need to have it examined and certified at an 
additional cost.  
 
Ultimately, the innovation patent is a fast, cost effective and accessible protection option.  
 
Learn more about the innovation patent by visiting http://www.ipaustralia.gov.au/innovationpatent/  

To view a commercially successful and interesting innovation patent case study visit: 
http://www.ipaustralia.gov.au/smartstart/case10.htm  
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